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FOREWORD OF 1966. 

Nearly iwen@-two years ago this battle was fought as the re- 
sult of a surprise attack on the Western Front. mce then, the de- 
tails have gradually unfolded and the Battle of the Bulge is now held 
in better perspective. 

‘RRentg-two years later five united state divisions plus other 
NATOtroopsare~the~~CIlrtaininEmrope~a~sian 
force that could laur& another such surprise attack without build 
up. If such shoul~occur, the pattern of the tattle could well follcw 
ibisone . . . . smqmise, cutoffunits, hadweather, shortsupplyto 
some units, cut commtititions, loss of contact to the right and 
leftandtotherear, andtheotherconhtsioneobamodernnllidbattle. 
For fhese reasons the study of this battle is of value to the, officer 
student. 

BRUCE CL CIAREE 
General, unitedstates Army (Retired) 

Formerly Comman ‘ding Gene&l, 
SeventhU~statesArmy, and 

Formerly C cnlnderinchief; 
united states Army Europe 



:, .:E&ofs N&e: 

.Genercr2 trim Manteuffel has agreed at seueral joint press cmferencm that 
for the Gemam counter-o@nsioe of December 1944 to be successjul at least 
three things bad to happen: 

a. TheGermanattackhadtobeasurprise. 
b.Thetoerrtherto-besuchcrstopreoentstrikesbyo22iedairrrcrftonthe 

German cobmns coming through the Ardmnes. 
c. The progress of the Geiman main tfff& through and beyond St. Vith 

nmstberapidandnotdehqed. 

Requir~u.andb.weremet. Requ~ementc.umsnotmetbecauseof 
thedejensiveand&~crctionofthe7thAnnoredDi~andattached 
troops in the St. Vith area from 17-23 December 1944: 

Hisrimetcrble~forthewpture,~St.Vishbyl8ooiunrrson17Decem- 
her. Hedidtwtcaptweituntilthe 

ii3!i!n 
*htof2lDecemberanddid~contro2 

the St. V&h areu until 23 December ccl3 wfthdreui on order. 

On22Decemberl964,cEtapressconferenceinW~~~Neu,~~ 
“ontheeoeningof24Demnbtv18441recom 

GelmanArmy * uptheattec~d~l 
rem-cmfor * tfiiz- 

totthetime2ostbyhisFifciLP~Annyin~heSt.Vithwea Hitlerdidnot 
accept oon Manteuffe~s remnaB 
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DEPAItTblE.yT OF TEE ARMY 
~vAt#ttrNOTON 25, D. C, l2 July 39AS 

It 8 l l * 
BMTLB RoNoBs--cia*t~~ o;c nnlt, --;--------,‘,,-,,-,,------- lx 

* +***** 

II--BATTLE HONORS.-As authorized by Executlre Order w96 (sec. 1. BuL 
22, WD, 13E), superseding Extxuti~c Order 9075 (SM. XII, Bul. 11. WD, 1tEp). 
the following unit is cited under the provislnns of ;4K !&3&15 in.tbe name of the 
President of tbe United States as public evidence of deserved honor and distinc- 
tion. The dlatlon reads as follows: 

Combat Command B, 7th Armored Dirisiou, cotnposed of the following uniti: 
Hcadquarfers and Headquarters Company; 
17tb Tan& Battation;. 
Slat Tank Battalion; 
tSd Arntored Inlantty Battalim : 
58tb Annorcd Iniantry Battuliojr : 
87tb Cavalry i2econnaissance Bquadror: 3fecbani2ed (less Troop D) ; 
tr5th Armored Fic&i ArtilkrP Batta&uk; 
M&h Armored Field ArliUery Bcrttalion; 
965th F&Id Arfillerp Buttslion; 
N8th Engineer Combat Batto&; 
Sd Platoon, Company F. &?Sd Inlantry R@imcnt; 
Compuny B, SSd Armored Ei@u?er Battoliorr; and 
ComPany A, 814th Tank Dcst?vwr Battalion @PI, 

ia dted for outstauding performance of duty in acllon from 17 to 23 December 
l.94, incluad~e, at SL Vith, Belgium. Gomoot Command B, 7th’Armorc8-Diriarion. 
was anbjected to repeated tank and iufanlry attacks, which grew in Intensity 
as the German forces attempted to destroy the atubhorn defenses that we 

‘lbtkyi~~g to them the USC d the key communication center at St. Vith. By the 
sefMn&day, the flanks were constantly tbreatcaed by enemy forces tbnt bad 
bypassed the St. Vitb mea rind pushed far to the rear in au effort to eucircle 
the command esst of tbe Snlm Biwx. Tbe attacking forces were repeatedly 
thrown hack by the gallant troops who rose Srom their fox holes and fought 
la &!rce hand-to-hand comtit to stop the peur-tratfons and inflict heavy losses 
on the numericnlly superior foe. As the command continued to deny the impor- 
taut St V&b highway and railroad center to the Germarts, the entire offensive 
lost Its hiitbil ImgMns and their supply columns became immobilized. By 21 
Decwnber, tbe German timetable was so disrupted thnt fbe enemy wss forced to 
divert a corps to the capture of St Vith. Under extreme pressure from over- 
wbelmfng forces, this command, which for 6 dsys bad held the St. Vitb area 
so galmntly, was ordered to wlthdraw west of the Salm River. By their epic 
stand, without prepared defenses and despite heavy casualties. Combat Command 
B, 7th Armored Dioisfon, inflicted crippling losses and Imposed grent delny upon 
the enemy by a masterful and grimly determined defense in keeping witb tbe 
h&best tradition8 of the Army of the United Ftatcs. 

OFStu: 
EDWAED F. WITSELL 
mijof Qenerai 
T&I AdjWmt GeneruZ 

Obf.4E N. BRADLEY 
ObieZ of Stan, Vnitcd Btata Army 

. 
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FOREWORD h 

Two of the most imjxxtant tactical localities on the eighty-eight 
mile front held by the VIU Corps in the Ardennes Forest, at the 
begidug of the Battle of th& Bulge, December 16,1944, were 
Bastogne and St. Vith. Through these localities were the road nets 
which, if held, would disrupt the, plan of any Aggressor. Bastogne :’ 
was an important commtications center, zing was worth the gamble 
made for its defense. Its garrison krote a briEant chapter in 
history by denying the locality to the enemy; therefore, much of the 
comment pertaiubg to the Battle of the Bulge has centered around 
this important terrain feature. This fact has caused many to lose 
sight of the importance of St. Vith and the gallant stand made for 
its defense by elements of Corps troops, by remnsnts of&e 106th 
Division, and by CCB of the 7th Armored Division. 

Realizw the importance of St. Vith to the American Forces, 
the Corps C ommamkq~ected the +mmanding General of CCB, 
7th Armored Division, to march his c ommand to that locality, report 
to the Commanding General of the 106th Divisim, whose hea@uarters 
was there, and to assist in the defense of that important road center. 
In my opinion it was CCB which influenced the subsequent action snd 
caused the enemy so much delay and so many casualties in and near 
this important area. Though armor was not designed primarils for 
the role of the defensive, the operation of CCB was nevertheless a 
good example of how it can assume such role in an emergency. 1ts 
aggressive defense measures completely dWupted the enemy’s plan 
intheSt.Vithsector . . . 

ps in 
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INTRODUCTION 1 

This is the narrative of one phase of the greatest pitChed battle on the Western Front in 
: .. 

World War IL The battie at ST. VITH (17-23 December 1944) is an excellent example of how 
American troops held their ground in the midst of confusion, defeat, and uncertainty; and thereby 
&rew the German timetable sufficiently off schedule to allow American forces to regtoup, hold, 
and then counterattack. The stand at ST. VITH has been recognized by D&h German and Allied 
co!mJranders as a turning point in the Battle of the Bulge. General Eisenhower fully appreciated 
the time given to him by the defenders of ST. VlTH when on 23 December he addressed all corn- 
manders in the defensive horseshoe: “The magnificent job you are doing is having a great bent- 
fitid effect on our whole situation. l am personally grateful to you and wish you would let all of 
YOPr people know that if they continue”to carry out their mission with the splendid spirit they have 
80 far shown, they will have deserved well of their country.” 

The German plan for the ARDENNES counteroffensive is supposed to have been conceived 
by Hitler himself during the summer of 1944. .-The plan was not-well received by the German gen- 
et& (they had also been lukewarm to the ARDENNES offensive of 1940),? who felt that it was 
far too ambitious. It was not to be the banzai charge of a hopeless foe, however, but a well- 
planned and coordinated attack calculated to strike the American line in a relatively quiet sector 
with overwhelming force and to drive on to ANTWERF and BRUSSELS before countermeasures 
could be taken. The success of this plan might well have changed the entire course of the war. 
The academic questions as to the strategic soundness of this offensive, which were raised by 
German and Allied generals after the war, hold little interest to the men who were called upon to 
stand against overwhelming odds and turn back the onslaught. This story is concerned with the 
defense of the ST. VITH salient and will not deal with speculations as to the strategic expediency 

of the German plan. 
To be successful, it was necessary for the Germancounteroffensive to be carried out with 

esqnise and speed. As the record indicates, surprise was attained. “I told the Fuehrer on the 
first day of the attack that surprise had been completely achieved, the best indication was that 

no reinforcements were made in your sector before the attack,” commented Colonel General Alfred 
Jodl after the war. “Just a local diversion,” one American intelligence officer remarked after the 
first day. How our intelligence could so mistake an attack of some 17 divisions repnsenting 
probably-a total of 200,000 men is not our problem here; it is enough to say surprise was gained 
by the enemy. 

The fact that speed was denied the enemy caused his defeat. The entire operation demanded 
that German spearheads be driven deep into the American rear installations, thus paralyzing the 
Americanability and will to strike back, “1 expected the right corps to capture ST. VITH on the 
first day. ofthe attack, and hoped that in the evening of the second day of the attack its advance 
detachments would be engaged west of the SALM River and the bulk of its forces at VIELSALM,” 
said Manteuffel, commander in chief of the Fiftn Panzer Army.3 The Report of Operations, First 
US Army, points out: 

*#me elimination of the ST. VITEi salieat was of prime importPnce to the Germ- C in C 
West- ~cause of the delay imposed here, the offensive was already three days bjrind schedule. 
b ratroapcd it can ba aaid that almost from the second day of the offensive, van Ruadstedt’s 
plan began to go wrong. ” * 

1 See figure 11 for road net and principal towns ia the ST. mm area, 
2 Mien Shulman, Defeat in the West (Duttoa md Company. Iac., N.Y. 1948). 

Llddell Hut, The Geman Generals Talk (Wllliun Morrow& Company, N.Y. 194s). 
3 Gcnn& turits in italicized throughout. 
4 First US Army, Report of Operations (1 August 1944-22 February 1945). 

Accord to the Gemnan Colonel Geaeral’Jodl, “The title ‘Rundstedt Offensive’ is without foundation. 
That is not any reflection on von Rundstedt, but the plan was Hitlet’s. If any general should be identified 
with it, it is Model.” (Field Marshal Walter Model, Commanding General, Axmy. &o~p g8B’J-the Fifth and 
Sixth SS Panzer Armies, and the Seventh Amy which conducted the offensive.) 
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Late on 16 December, German Field Marshal Model, commander of &my Group “B,” ordered: 
“Quickexploitation of the kuccesses of the first day of the attack is decisive. The first objec- 
tive is to achieve liberty of movement for the mobile units.” 

The stubborn defense of ST. VlTH contributed materially to delaying the enemy, and is credo 
ited as a major factor in the failure of the German main effort. The importance of the stand at ST. 
VITH is described in the First US Army Report of Operations: 

“with&af the communications center of ST. VITH, focal point of five main hi&ways and 
three rail lines, the eaemy*s armored, infantry, and supply columns were all practically immo- 
bilized. The rugged, hilly terrain of the ARDENNES, heavily forested, permitted no cross- 
country movemea~ The few columns that were able to move, atcuggkd along muddy, cratered, 
narrow aecondwy roads. Tsaffic was jammed bumpe+to-bumper for miles from the original 
point of departure and provided excellent targets for our artillery and fighter bombers. 1 Also, 
lacking ST. VlTH and its high ground the enemy could not launch bis ‘Operation Greif’ in 
acconisnce with plpa 

* * 
‘&The s&t at Sk. WI33 ‘&t only thkateaed the whole of Fifth Panzer Army% northern . 

* * 8 

flank, but continued to prevent tbe movement of Sixth Ss Panzer Amy. This afforded First 
US Army sufficient time to bring up reinforcements to a new defensive line. . . .*’ 

* * * l * l * 

THE FRONT ON 16 DECEMBER 1944 
On the eve of the German attack, the Firat US Army held a .16%nile front, roughly from 

A&HEN to LUXEMBOURG. The Third US Army was on the south flank and the new Ninth US 
Atmy was on the north flank. The Firat US Army had three corps in the line-VII Corps in the 
north pushing toward the ROER, V Corps in the center.probing towards the dams that controlled 

. the Waters of the ROER, and VIII Corps, commanded by Major General Troy Middleton, holding 
approximately a 9~mile front in the relatively quiet ARDENNES sector. The 2d and 99th Infantry 
Divisions held the south flank of V Corps, nearest VIII Corps, The gap between V an&Vm Corps 
was held by tlaa 14th Cavalry Group (Mechanized) under VIII Corns control. The VIII Corps sector 
front was held: in the nort4 by the 106th Infantry Division, which had just arrived in Europe and 
had not yet received its baptism of fire, in the center, by the 28th Infantry Division, whose front 
extended for 27 miles, east of BASTOGNE, and in the south, by units of the 9th Amcxed Division 
and 4th Infantry Division. See figure 2 for dispositions of Allied and enemy forces on 16 December 
1944. (See also Allied order of battle, appendix I and German order of battle, appendix IS,) 

Although the sector was lightly held, it was considered improbable that a large-scale count- 
erattack would be attempted over this teuain under winter cond;;tions; General Eisenhower and 
General Bradley accepted the “calculated risk,” . It was not even rated as much of a gamble; the . 
American front was offensive minded; the mental approach of all ranks was one of attack; no real 
action was anticipated here,, hence the Allied portion of the line was not built up for attack. Intel- 

- Hgence reports of German troop concentrations were interpreted as an indication of a stiffer German 
defense. Our intelligence officers were optimists. Few seemed seriously to consider that the 
German had a “Sunday punch” left. 

THE GERMAN STRIKE 

As finally ordered, the German plan earmarked elements of 17 divisions for the first day’s 
attack. To the north, Dietrich’s Six& SS Panzer .!limy sought to open a hole and to turn two SS 
panzer divisions of the I SS Panxer Corps loose for a dash-to the MEUSE. The infantry of 
Dietrich’s army collided head on with General Gerow’s V Corps. The 99th US Infantry Division 
fim?y, on 19 December, fell back several thousand yards to the ELSENBORN Ridge; and there, 
wier ;rhe help of the 26th Reggmental Combat Team of the 1st Division, withstood all enemy attacks 
and formed an anchor on the line. 
1 The reference to fighter bombers in the Report of Operations, First US Army, refers to action after 23 

December 1944. Because of weather conditions, there was almost no air activity from 17-22 December in 
the ST. VITH sector. 
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DISPOSITION OF US AND 
GERMAN TROOPS Al TIME 
OFFENSIVE WAS LAUNCHED 
(SEE APPENDICES I ANDP) 
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Figure 2. 
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South of the Sixth SS Panzer Army, the FiftZ~ Panzer Army, under Manteuffel, planned to 
strike using tank-infantry teams with only light artillery preparations. The WI Corps, un& Lt 
General Lucht, was to strike the 106th Infantry Division, isolate the SCHmE EIFEL, and &ive 
rapidly into ST. VITH. To the south the LVZZZ and XLVZZ Caps were to burst through the 28th 
Dlfantry Division, isolate BASTOGNE, and then drive on to the MEUSE with the panzer divisions. 
(see enemy order of battle, appendix II.) 

The Sever& Army, under Brandenberger, was to push back the 4th Infantry Division, furnish 
flank protection, and stem any attempt to reinforce the battle area from the south, With th@ pic- 
tme, it can be seen that the mailed fist was,poiuted, poised, ad ready’io strike. Let us see how 
the blow was received by the troops in the ST. VITB area. 

On that bleak, cold morning of 16 December l&4, Germans from F&urteuffel% Fiffzl Panzer 
Army sprang out of hiding in the dense forests of the ARDENNES,and began a gigantic pincers 
movement around SCIiNEE EIFEL, the large ridge mass about 16 miles due east of ST. WITH. 
Astride this ridge line were the 422d and 4231 Regiments.& the. 106thUS Infantry Division, which 
had landed in France less than two weeks prior to this time; this unit had been sent to the 
ARDENNES for a conditioning and seasoning program prior to heavy fighting. As the attack pro- 
gressed, it became apparent that the Germans planned to by-pass the troops on SCHNEE EIFEL; 
cut them off; and converge upon ST. VITH. The American higher headquarters intended to counter 
by moving the 7th Armored Division into the area to assist in the restoration of the lines. 

Major General A.W. Jones, commanding general of the 106th Infantry Division, moved Combat 
Command B of the 9th Armored Division south to assist the 424th Infantry, the regiment on the 
southern flank 02 the 106th Infantry Division. 

On the 16th of December 1944, the 7th Armored Division with its attached troops, located 
east and northeast of HEERLEN; Holland, w8s in XIII Corps reserve* At 1730 it was alested for 
early movement to VIB Corps in the vicinity of BASTOGNE, Belgium. The action taken is 
described by Brigadier :General Bruce C. Clarke, commanding general of CCB, 7th Armored Divi- 
sion, who was to play a leading role in the defense of ST. WITH. 

“At 2000 I received a telephone call from General Robert W. Iiasbmnck, Commanding 
- 7th ~Di~~uoing~thcdi~~~iv~~tom~~- 
ately soda to BAsToGNEto~tothe~~~ofvIlxcorps. wha~wewaeto 

dOVJhWW~gOttOBSTCGRR ~88 Imtraann. He told me that the division w4d march as 
soon a8 road clearances could he ohtaia~ Ganaal Ha*hrcmck diracted that I proceed lmme- 
diatelytoBST0GNEaadreporttotheComm&ng s VIU Corph to get iaformatlti on 
the situaticn. He said that my combat command would lead the division on its much of some 
6Oto7Omilesrotlth. 

‘*At m, 17 bzaaha, Major Owan E Wcadmff, my B, aad I, with two drivers, wae in 
BMTOGNR whae we rqortad to Genaal hUddleton thatthe 7th Amored Divialon was axarch- 
lng*outh. Iwastoldofthe~~~atfon~wu,toldtogoto~.~clt&~t~ 
give the 106th Infantry Division help. 

‘#At 1030 I was ln ST. VITR when? I leamed the detailed aituatioa The Germans had 
attacked at daylight the day hefore. Two combat teams of the divisloa were suuounded7orS 
miles to the cut of !S‘E VlTIi. The other q&neat had been hard kit. The aituatioa to the 
aorth and south was hasy. Vehicles we?e atmambgtotherau. RmnomofgTQ@taakawae 
prevalent. Contact with elemeats of the divi8ion was sporadic. Thae was an air of impanding 
dhasta. 

*‘A radio massage was sant to my co&at comma& which was leading the dlvisim on its 
marchsonth,toreporttomeat~.QITl?. Ilat&leamedthatthedivisionhadnotstartedto 
move kfote 0500. 17 Decembar, kcause it had baaa unable to obtain road clearance. I 
planned to counterattack and relieve the snwomded combat teams of the 106tkInfantry Dlvi- 
don. hut traffic conditions prevanted this action until it wa8 too lete.*‘l 

1 From remarks by Brigadier Gemxal Bruce C. Clarke at ceremony at Fort Knox whm the Distin@shed 
Unit citation was awarded to CCR of the 7th Axmored Division for its actton at ST. vfix; awl from a 
manuscript prepared hy General Clarke on the defense of ST. VITEi. 
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The weather conditions on 16 December 1944, were typical of the weather which was to be 
experienced for the next seven- days, “Overcast; cloudy; penetrating cold; snow flurries, turning 
to rain; poor aerial observation with no aerial activity; ground soft, toadsmuddy and slick,” read 
the reports. 

The terrain between SCHNEE EFEL and the ARDENNES was rough; forested, and rocky. 
Frequent streams and numerous saddles added to the difficulties which channeled all vehicular 
traffic along the few narrow, tortuous roads which served the area. ST. VITH was one of the three 
key road junctions to the entire ARDENNES, and from it roads radiated to DINANT and LIEGE in 
the west and northwest, to MALMEDY and STAVELOT in the north; to HOUFFALIZE and 
BASTOGNE in the (Iout& and to SCHONBURG and PRUM in the, east. Through ST. VITH ran the 
only east-west railroad extending from the RHINE through the EIFEL and into the ARDENNES. 

THE MARCH TO ST. VITH 
On the morning of 17 December, when it had been thought that the 7th Armored Division 

would arrive in the ST. VITH area, the division was fighting clogged roads to the west rather than 
Germans. To reach the ST. VITH area, the 7th Armored Division moved in multiple columns over 
trio routes (east and west), as shown in figure 3. The weather was rainy and the roads were a sea 
of mud; movement cross-country or in the fields alongside the roads was impossible. The division 
was alerted to move at 170200 December. It received orders to cross the initial point on the west 
route at 0330. The column was on the road when further orders were received to delay the move- 
ment one hour.1 

On the west route, the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron ledthe way followed by CCB, 
CCA, 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, Division @ain) Headquarters, 33d Armored Engineer Bat- 
talion, and Division Trains, Clearances on the east route were delayed until 170800 December 
when Reserve -Command led off followed by Division (TAC) Headquarters, Division Artillery, and 
the 203d Antiaircraft Artillery Battalion. Trouble was encountered from the beginning; German 
aircraft were active over the HEERLEN area, more active than they had been for weeks. There 
hadnotbeentimefortheproperdi ssemination of information and many staff officers and company 
commanders did not know their destination until their arrival in the ST. VITH area. Maps were not 
available, the mission was not known, and there had been little time to post the routes with guides. 

The east route was cut by the enemy south of MALMEDY between Division (TAC).Head- 
quarters and Division .Artillery,n thus necessitating the artillery and the elements which followed 
to turn back and place themselves on the west route in rear of the troops already moving on that 
road. This was successfully accomplished, but resulted in considerable delay in the arrival of 
the artillery. Traffic on the west route continued to.roll fairly well until noon of the 17th, when 
it was slowed by congestion resulting from the ever-thickening stream of friendly troops 5owing 
west and northwest from the threatened POTEAU-VIELSALM-BEHO-ST. VITH area* Towards 
nightfall, the traffic congestion increased, and the 7th Armored Division column stretching from 
POTEAU through VIELSALM, TROls PONTS, and STAVELOT to the north was brought to a com- 
plete standstill. The picture as described by Major Donald P. Bayer, Jr., S3,3Sth Armored 
Infantry Battalion, gives some idea of the traffic conditions faced by the march columns as they 
tried to hasten to the defense of ST. VITH. 

1 After Action Report, 7th Anmred Division, 17 Demmber 1944. 
2 When the Germans cut tbis route they cnptured Battery B-of the 285th Field Artillery Observation Battal- 

ion, which bad worked its way into the march colunm of the 7th Armored Division. The artillerymen were 
lined up in a field by the crossroed and mowed down by macbim-gm fire as they stood helpless with their 
hands over their heads. Tbis was the iafamonu Malraedy Mesaecre. 
Colonel Chorcb M. Mettbews, tbe chief of staff of the 7th Armored Division, was killed et about thin same 
time and place. Colonel John L. Ryan, Jr., who had been conman ding the Reserve Command, was 
appointed chief of staff. 

5 



ROUTES TO ~GEILMWWIEN 
I VIELSALhkST VITH AREA 

7TH ARMD DIV UBACK .-..- 
+ 

I? DEC 44 HEERLEN 
I- h iP Ii0800 - 

&Y~HEER -- -- - --- I 

DOCUMENTAL REFERENCE 
AWE-l 1” ‘“CL . uw~nbm nu. 1 

HO ?TH ARMD DIV I82300 DEC 
ROUTES TO VIELSALM-ST VITH 

(AFTER ACTION REPORT) 

EAST ROUTE 
=scoMD 
DIV TAC 
DIV ARTY 
203 AA 
WI29 ORD MM 

WEST ROUTE 

LLMEDY 

’ > 

JGNEUVILLE 

Figure 3. 
. 

6 



‘%¶Y driver and I arrived at the road junction at PCTBAD at aboat X230,17 Dece&~r. We 
Were pbout an hoar ahead of the 38th Armored Iafaatry Battalion which was the lead unit la 
the Reserve -aad’s march coloma As we arrived at the road joactioa, we were hit by a 

Bight that we could not comprahead, at first; a coaataot atrem of traffic ho&Bag to the rear 
(b the w-t) and nothing going to the front (to the ea8t). we nEdiSed that this WaB nOt a COn- 
VOY IUOVhg to the ree, it was a CSBC of ‘every dog for himaew; it was a retreat, a rout. 

*‘?I- would come a 2%&a, with oaly a driver, thea aaother with several men in it (moat 
of them bareheaded aad ia oariou~ atages of undrea~), next perhaps ao engineer aaae track 
or aa armored car, then aevwal artillery prime movera-perhapa oat of thm towlag a gas, corn- 
d CSEB with officers in them, +toaa-aam which would raa aad which would get the 
d&m and a few Others SWBy from the front It WaSdt Order& it Wasn’t milltug; lt WBa&t a 
pretty a&W-we were seeing Americai sold&a run&g away. 

“About a mile farther up the road at the little towa of PETIT-TBIBR, all traffic had stopped. 
Ia fact, it was the most perfect traffic Jpm I have ever seen. We had nut into this hopeless 
mass of vehicles fleeing to the rear on a marrow road which would barely support two-way tmf- 
fit at alow speeds. Vehlclea atresmhg to the rear had attempted to PSBB each otha in the 
interrral8 between the tanks of the 31at Taak Battalloa, whlcb was lead&g CCB, and now no‘ 
one could move. . . . 

‘It was already 1315 and from the looks of the road jam, neither the tanks nor aaythiog 
else was goiag to reach ST. VITH for a long time. Lieateaaot Colonel Falla, Corporal Coa, 
aud I took ova the job of cleariag a path for the tar&a, aad we started gettiag vehicles to 
move over to the 8idea. Slowly a path was bagtauiag to opea aad the teaks begao to roll 
dong at a snail*8 pace with halts ever 50 to 100 feet. Several times we had to wave the lead 
tauk-forward at fall speed wheo 8-e vehtcle refused to-pull ova. Uanally the sight of 30- 
* tons of steel roarlag dowa oa him was all we needed to get the driver to move over. 

*%everal tfarea aealor offfcara la comamad *B atteatpted to pull out into a space which I 
was opening up, and each time I told them to get back, that I dida’t care who they were, aoth- 
lag was oomiag through eacept our tanks and aaythiag else which was headed for the front, 
aud to get out of tbe way. (Cae company coauaaoda, Captala Dadley J. Brlttoa, Cowaay B, 
236 Annond khfsntry Battalion, said, ‘That day I aaw the hi&eat raakfag traffic cops I have 
everseen.‘. . . 

“Flaally at 2015, Compaay A entered ST. VITII, followed closely by B and Headquarter8 
Con@anies. It had taken h-arid oue-half hours for a compaay to move three adlea-aU 
beCaUSe of the vehic.les fledug to the rear with men who rcfoaed to pall aalde aad let troops 

t@ou& (troopa who actually would save them lf they could reach the towo before the Genaaua 
did). There was one of the blggeat tragedies of ST. VITH; that Amerlcaa aoldiera fled, aad 
by their fbeing crowded the roads ova which rdOforCemelttB were coming; aad thus pn?VCnted 
the arrival of theaa reiuforcements in time to launch a conatemttack to save the 422d aad ~ 
433d Iafaatry Regiments, thea cot off by the Genaaaa east of ST. VII?L”~ 

Genial Clarke commented on the traffic conditions as follows; 
“The pppic Of the 8ftern00u Of 17 Dccambcr was so great at the road CroBShg just West Of 

ST. FITS that aa officer I atationed these to atop rearward moveaxat was paahed aside by 
se&m officers aad I had to take charge persofmlly to contrbl the traffic.” 

THE DEFENSE IS ORGANIEED 

At 171200 December, the situation in the ST. VITH area was critical. The 14th Cavalry 
Group on the north of the 106th Infantry Division had been driven back to about a north-south line 
through ST. VITH. Their situation was one of confusion and was extremely hany. To the east of 
ST. VITH, the 422d and 423d Regimental Combat Teams of the 106th Division were cut off to the 
southeast of SCHONBERG. Communication with them by radio was sporadic. To the south of ST. 
VITH, CCB, 9th Armored Division, was &tacking to try to retake WINTERSPELT. To its south, 
the 424th Regimental Combat Team of the 106th Infantry Division was holding a line. To their 
south, the situation was hazy. There &as practically no tie-in of the units mentioned withunits 
on their flanks (See figure 4.) 

1 Personal Report, Traffic Conditions, VIBLSALM-ST. VITB Road, 17 December 1944, by Major Donald P. 
Bayer, Jr., S3,3Sth Armored Iafaotry BattaBoo, 7th Axmored Division 
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The plan for an immediate attack east from ST. VITH, to take and hold SCHONBERG and : ; 
open escape corridors for the two surrounded combat teams, could not be carried out; it was impos- 
sible to bring the 7th Armored Division up to the ST, mH area over the traffic-congested roads 
in time to launch the attack that afternoon. 

CCB established its command post in a school building in the southeast corner of ST. VITH; 
the same building housed the command post of the 106th Infantry Division. Staff members of CCB 
tried to get a relatively accurate picture of the situation from officers of the 106th Division; but 
it was obvious that the shock of the initial German blow, together with their lack of combat exper- 
ience, had partially disrupted the staff functioning of the 106th. All kinds of rumora were being 
spread; men who had fled from the front, appar&tly seeking to justify their action, gave an exag- 
gerated and inaccurate picture of what was taking place. The situation most certainly was bad, 
and the impression that officers of CCB got was that the 106th no longer existed as an effective 
division. As staff sections of CCB .began to. arrive, carrying their equipment into the building, 
they met men from the 106th Division Headquarters ‘leaving with their equipment. : 

The defense of the ST. VITH sector was turned over to General Clarke, commanding CCB, 
7th Armored Division, by General Jones-(106th Division) at about 1430 on the 27th of December, 
and was largely in his hands for the remainder of the action. At the time of the transfer, the 
enemy was only about three or four thousand yards from the town, and smsll-arrns fire from the 
east was coming into the vicinity of the command post. The troops from the 106th Infantry Divi- 
sion, which came under General Clarke’s command, were: Headquarters Company, 81st Engineer 
Battalion @ Co1 T. J. Riggs); Headquarters Company, 168th Engineer Battalion (Lt Co1 W. L. 
Nungesier); pne platoon of infantry, which had been the division command post guard (1st Platoon, 
Company F,‘.423d%fantry Regiment); ;end a lO!j-mm armored field artillery battalion), 

This &let-y battalion was the 275th ‘A&xed Field Artillery Battalion (Separate) assigned 
to VIII Caps and in position near OBER EYMELS. They had remained in place despite the fact 
that no friendly troops were between them and the enemy. They had shift@ their batteries so as 
to form road biocks, and had sited their guns for direct fire. When the 7th Armored Division began 
to arrivaat ST. VITH, the commanding officer of the 275th, Lieutenant Colonel Clay, offered his 
battalion’s servic& to General Clarke. This unit provided the entire artillery support for the 
initial defense until the organic attillery of the 7th Armored Division could be broaght up into 
positiorU 

The infantry platoon and the engineer elements were sent to the east of ST. VITH with 
instructions to proceed until they met Germans an&then to dig in and hol& These troops fur- 
nished the only resistance to the German advance on ST. VITH until the arrival of 7th Armored 
Division units. 

The build-up of a defensive cordon around the town was a piecemeal proce$ure, units being 
placed in the:line as they arrival Troop,B of the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was 
the first unit to arrive. Thiatroop was placed in position on the left of the road block established 
by the troops from the 106th Infantry Division. Other troops from CCB were added to the right and 
left as they arrived until a defensive line was formed east. and north of ST? VITH. On the 17th, 
Troop B, dismounted, went into the center of tbe line with 6 officers and 136 men. On the 23d 
this troop had~ a strength of 47 enlisted men and no officers; casualties included the troop com- 
mander, Captain Robert J. Stewart, who was killed. The 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron 
(minus Troop B)z was sent to the northeast of ST. VITH in the WALLERODE area to contact the 
14th Cavalry Group and to protect and screen the left flank. The next unit to arrive was the 38th 
Armored infantry Battalion, less one company. It was put to the east of ST. VITH, and Lieutenant 
1 The 7th Armxed Division in the E3atfZe of St. MT& bY Major General Robert W. HasbroIEk. 
2 Troop E) of the 87th Cava l?y Recorumissance SC@&CU dS t&8lt ~OEI it8 pOSiti- &Cut 1000 Yds north 

of ST. m on 18 December and was ordered to BEHO to outpost CCA. On the 19th of Dece~~~be~ -oP 
D was sat to &e west, where they we& actively engaged in SeCUCitY miSSiOnS in the diphi XmX- 
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Cokmel William H. G. Fuller, 38th Armored Infantry Bat&&on, was given command of that sector, : 
incbxiing elements of the 106th Infantry Division in place. He was also given Troop B of the 87th 
Cavahy Reconnaissance Squadron, and later on that evening was reinforced with Company B of 
the 23d Armored Infantry Battalion and Company A of the 31st Tank Battalion. The remainder of 
CCB (31st Tank Battalion (-), 23d Armored Infantry Bat&on (-), Company B of the 33d Armored 
Engineer Battalion) closed in the assembly area to the west of ST. VITH. Before midnight, 1748 
December 1944, CCB was disposed as shown in figure 5. 

A typical example of how units went into the line fighting to secure their defensive positions 
is given by Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. Erlenbusch, commanding .officer of the 31st Tank BattaIion: 

“Canrppny A, 3 1st TanIt Bpttalioc, ‘an8 ordered to take 4 a defensive position on the hi& 
gf0nd about 2000 yards east of ST. VITH. Limatefumt Dunn, the leading platoon leader, pm- 
ceded his lead tack in a ?&ton to reconnoiter for positi6as. About 1500 yaxds fmm .ST. WITH, 
pPon~~akndintheroad,Li~t~t~~ottcd,~otlt8ooy~tahio~,thrrt 
Oernun~suutabootOPCCOmpPIlPof~mo~~~edirCCfi~ofST.VlTtL He 
tUrned his vehicle proood, issued instructions to his platoon by radio, climbed .in ti first tpirtr, 
and led his platoon tc the point where he saw the enemy approaching. The Germaa force M 

the 1st Platoon, Company A, met head on at the bead of the ma&. The fight waa short and at 
point blank range. We destroyed the three enemy tanks and killed cr wounded about 50 of the 
memy with no loss to our own forces. Company A secured the b&b ground, blocked the road, 
ad crtcndtd its position north from the road along the ridge. Here, usa part of en& t& 
crew as idantry, they defended against several small attatiks daring the wt of 17-18 
DccUllbC&“l 

TBE LINE HOLDS ON 18 DECEBIBER 1944 
By 0300 of 18 December the 7th Armored Division’s plan had been formuIated. Reserve 

Command, Colonel John L. Ryan, Jr., commanding,r nab to defend the northern flank of the divb 
sion sector; CCB was to defend in an arc around ST.VITB joining ivith CCB of the 9th Armored 
Division, south of the town; CCA, Colonel Dwight D. Rosebaum commanding, had gone into an 
assembly area southwest of ST. VITB, and was to remain there as division rewe. All night 
CCB worked feverishly to bring its troops up and to clear the congestion on the road ‘between 
VIELSALM and ST. VITH. By 180700, the combat command extended in an U-shaped arc from 
HUNNINGEN on the north to WEISENBACH on the south-with the Iirie manned from north-to south 
as folIows: 

Troop C of the 87th CavaIry Reconnaissance Squadron. 
Troop A of the 87th CavaIry Reconnaissance squadron. 
Company A of the 38th Armored Infantry BattaIion. 
Company B of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion. 
Troop B of the 87th CavaIry Reconnaissance Squadron. 
Engineer elements of the 81st and 108th Engineer BattaIions. 
Company B of the 23d Armored Infantry BattaIicm. 
This line was reinforced by Company A, 31st Tank Battalion, placed in position just east of 

ST. VITH. The remainder of CCB, inchrding the 31st Tank Battalion (minus Company A), 23d 
Armored Infszy Battalion (minus Company B), and Company B,.33d Armored Engineer Bat&&on, 
was assemble: on the high ground west of the town ready to launch counterattacks. (See figure 5.) 

Final plans were still being made at this time for a counterattack.by the defenders. Task 
forces were organized and the time for the attack was set. Our forces still did not reaIise that 
this action represented a major effort by the Germans, in strength fsr superior to the defenders of 
ST. VITH. 

1 From a letter to Major General Robert W. Hasbrouck, Headqsacters Army Ground Forces, WashiagtoI4 D. C, 
dated 23 March 1946. 

2 ~loncl John L Ryan, Jr., became chief of staff of the 7th Armonzd Division when Colonel Church M. 
Matthews was killed Lieutenant Colonel Fred M. Warren was pcting ccmmander of the Reserve Command 
ndil~ December 1944 when Colonel Francis P. Tompkins took over. 
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Figure 5. The build-up of the defense was a piecemeal procedure. At about 1530 elements of Headquarters 
Company, 81st Engineer Battalion, under Lt Co1 T. J. Riggs; 168th Engineer Battalion’(-) under Lt Co1 Nungesser; 
and one platoon of infantry (l/F/423) established a road Mock east of-ST, VITH. Troop B (Capt R. J. Stewart) of 
the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was placed to the north of this road block. About 1630 Company B 
(Capt D. J. Britton) of the 23d Armored Infantry Battalion was placed south of the road block. Company A (Capt 
R. C. Foster) of the 31st Tank Battalion was placed south of the road block, C0mpany.A (Capt W. H. Antsey) of 
the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion was placed north of Troop B, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron and all 
troops to the east of ST, VITH were attached to the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion under Lt Co1 W, H. G. Fuller. 
Troops of the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron were sent to the north’to secure that flank. Other CCB units 
closed in assembly areas west of ST. VITH before midnight. See figure 10 for the successive lines held by CCB, 
7th Armored Division, in the defense of St. Vith. 



At 0200 the Germans launched the first of the bitter attacks which were to be hurled at the 
7th Armored Division during the next six days, The attack hit Reserve Command to the north of 
ST. VITH and seemed to be a drive to take RECHT. Germans of the last S? ‘saozer BXsion 
struck with such force in this night attack that withdrawal of Reserve Cot ::ld Headquarters to 
POTEAU was ordered. The Germans made effective use of flares shot froz t,tieir tanks to sil- 
kmtte our tanks and blind our gunners. The 17th Tank Battslion (plus Company C of the 38th 
Armored Infantry Battalion), commanded by Lieutenant Colonel John P. We+e, took up positions 
south of RECHT where they could place commanding fire on the town and could assist in covering 
the north flank of CCB, which was now seriously threatened 

_’ ; 

Stopped by Reserve Command, the’Germans continued their “squeeze play” on the ST. 
VITH area during the cold, misty morning when at 0800 they hit CCB with a well-coordinated 
attack by infantry supported by heavy tanks. Prom the north the attack mwed in on HUNNINGEN 
and from the east against the line across the SCHONBERG road. HUNNINGEN was lost temporar- 
ily, but an sggressive counterattack was mounted by CCB, using three medium tank companies and 
one tank destroyer company (Company B, 31st Tank Battalion; plus two medium tank companies 
from the 14th Tank Battalion; and Company A of the 811th Tank Destroyer Battalion, borrowed 
from CCB of the 9th Armored Division), The aossroad was recaptured at a cost to the Germans 
of seven tanks and one armored car destroyed, and over 100 infantry killed. On the east, CCB 
restored the line with a counterattack by two medium tank companies (Companies A .and C of the 
31st Tank Battalion) after ipitial penetrations had been made. Such counterattacks, carried.out 
by CCB with aggressiveness and determinstion, were characteris@ of the defense of ST. VITH 
and must have csused the Germans to think the defenders were in greater strength than was the 
CaS& 

While the northern and eastern flanks had been heavily engaged, the northeastern sector 
(Troop A, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron; Company A, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion; 
Troop B, 87th Cavalry Rea+nsissance Squadron) had been rather quiet. The only excitement 
there had been when an M8 armored &r from Troop B destroyed a Tigertank. The armored car 
had been in a concealed position nesr the boundary of Troop B, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
Squadron and Company A, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, when the Tiger approached the lines 
at right angles to move along a trail in front of the main line of resistance. As the tank passed 
the armored car, the latter slippedout of position and started up the trail behind the Tiger, accel- 
erating in an attempt to close. At the ssme moment the PJetman tank commander saw’ the MS, snd 
started traversing his gun to bar on it. It was a race between the Americans, who were attempt- 
ing to close so that. their 3%mm gun would be effective on the Tiger’s thin rear armor, and-the 
Germans, who were desperately striving to bring their 88 to bear. Rapidly the 1vi8 closed to 25 
yards, and quickly pumped in three rounds; the lumbering Tiger stopped and shuddered; there was 
a muffled explosion, followed by flames which billowed out of the turret and engine ports, sfter 
which the armored car returned to its positioxul 

At about 1000, during the fighting on the north and east flanks, the 31st Tank Battalion 
received the disturbing news that its trains, together with those of the 23d Armored Infantry Bat- 
talion, were separated from the rest .of the battalion, and fighting a desperate action against 
strong combat patrols pushing west from POTEAU. The two service companies had spent the 
night near PETIT-THIBR end were preparing to move up and join their battalions when they were 
attacked. Using cooks, mechanics, clerks, and a few casuals. as infantry, and three tanks, which 
had just been repaired, the trains successfully disengaged and moved to the rear, then south, and 
finally into position at KROtiBACH, about four miles southwest of ST. VITH. 

This information indicated that the same tank and infantry forces, which had forced Reserve ’ 
Command and its 17th Tank Battalion out of RECHT during the early morning hours, had pushed 

1 This action was reported to Major Donald P. Bayer, Jr., 83, 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, by Captain 
W. El. Anstey (commanding Company A, 38th hnmred Infantry Battalion) whowitnessed the engagement. 
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on to the southwest, had taken POTEAU, and were in danger of isolating CC!B from the rest of 
the division. TO counter this threat, Company D of the 3&t Tank Battalion was placed a&ride 
the ST. VITH-POTEAU Road about 1000 yards west of R.ODT. Meanwhile, the division ordered 
CCA to move from BEHO, where it was in reserve, and attack to the north and retake POTBAU. 

The Germans recognized well the value of the crossroads at POTEAU and intended to hold 
it at all costs. Immediately after occupying it they started digging in their tanks and infantry 
along the woods to the north and east overlooking the crossroads and the open ground surrounding 
it. In its initial attack at 1320, CCA forced its way into POTBAU, but the murderous fire of the 
enemy forced them back to cover south of the crossroads. Later in the afternoon, CCA received 
orders from division: 

9aperative you seise POTEAU this P.M. and hola it!” 

Just as dark fell, CCA launched its second attack and this time secured the crossroads. It 
was bitter fighting in the dark house-to-house fighting by the infantry, and a stand to the last man 
by the Germans. The stand put up by the units of the 1st SS Panzer (Adolph Hitler) Divilpion which 
had seized POTEAU was an excellent index of the caliber of troops involved in the ST, VITH 
operation. Vigorous, well-trained, in splendid physical condition, superbly equipped, and imbued 
with the idea that nothing could stop themi these SS veterans displayed initiative and skill that 
stamped them as being the equal of the best troops Germany had employed at any time since 1939.1 

By noon it was apparent that although von Rundstedt had not gained ST. VITH in his first 
drive, he was determined to take the town. Through ST. VITH ran the only east-west railroad 
between the RHINE and the ARDENNES, and it .was learned later that the entire counteroffensive 
was based upon utilizing the townas-the advance rail depoS for both the Fift& Pam+r and the 
SixfZr SS Pauser Armies. Also the network of roads was needed for deploying the advancing col- 
umns of the Fifth Panzer Army towards’ the northwest so as to support the Siti SS Pauser .&ny 
in its drive toward LIEGE and-ANTWERP. : 

Having failed in their initial attempts to take ST. VITH, armored spearheads were sliding by 
on the north and south and preparing to cut into the rear, isolating the 7th Armored Division just 
as they were to do to BASTOGNE and the 1Olst Airborne Division, several days later. To the 
north STAVELOT .had been occupied in force, and on the south GOUVY (a large supply depot) and 
CHERAR ware reported to be occupied. It was no longer a question of relieving the surrounded 
422d and 4231 Combat Teams; it was a question of denying ST. VITH to the Germans and of keep 
ing the division from being cut off to the pr* If the two combat teams were to save themselves, 
they would have,to fight their way ‘we.+M+d to ST. VITIj. Although CCB probably could have 
denied ST. mm to the &rmans by holding the high ground to the west of the town, the situation 
had been such that the defenders had been unable to choose the place for their stand. The enamY 
had bm met, in a very &&al tactical situation, on-the high ground east of the town and he was 
held from that position until tbe 2lst.. 

BY now it was known that immediately opposing CCB was a German corps with the Z&II and 

&d p&a Grenadier Divisions, while northeast ofCCB in the RECHT-POTEAU area was at least 

1 h is i!lt~StiUg at this poiat to note the activities and the morale of the &rm~s who we attaclring ST. 
VITH as the StorY is told in the diary of a Lieutenant X&man, who, ss a German mery officw, pH=i- 
pated ifI the &Mnmn offensive which started on 16 Dee 44. This officer was cap&ed by <=CB, 7th m& 
‘Division, when ST- VITIi *as retaken 23 Jan 45. 

**I8 December: The infantro is before ST. Wm. The men hear the wildest rumors of successes, but the 

officisl notices are very laconic about the attack. 

#‘19 December: Endless columns of, prisoners~pass; at first, about a hundred, then -other moup of pbout 
one thousand. our CsX gets St@ on the road. 1 get out and walk. C%eSeralfeldamrsch~ MODEL -self 
directs hffic. (He’s a littte, undistinguished lo,ow man 16th a monocle.) Now the &g is god l’&e 
roads are littered with destroyed American vehicles, cars, and tanks. Another cola of pr&osm passes.” 
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a combat command from the 1st SS Panzer Division. Also in the area of the afternoon assault”on 
Company S of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, 19 dead paratroopers wearing the insignia of 
Groaa-Deutachland Diyision had been identified, 

The following was the total of known casualties inflicted on the Germans by CC& after one 
and one-half days of combat: 

DWtTOp4i Dameged Iii&d 
1 MMK VI (King Tiger) 2 Assault Guns, 75mm 339 
9 IK IV’s 
1 Assault Gun, 88-mm (Ferdinand) _, 
2 Assault Guns, 75~x1 

. . 

8 Armored cars 

In the afternoon of, the 18th it was decided that ST. VITH was no longer tenable for the 
Combat Command Headquarters; a&the latter was moved to KROMBACH to the southwest. ..Th& 
was accomplished just before dark. Communicationand liaison were establish&d with troops in 
the line from the new commdnd post and with CCB of the 9th Armored,Division on the right flank, 
Following a German attack tit 2230, which was repulsed, continued noises and troop movements 
were heard, hut no further developments 6&urre& 

The experience of Company B, 38th Armored Infaatty Battalion, which had been placed in 
the line east of ST. VITH, was typical of the small .unit action on the nose of the defensive .hcxsa 
shoe. It was thiz sum total of such actions as these.that made up the big picture on 18 December 
1914. An interview tiith $ member of Company B reveals a ption of the pictum. 

8LAt ahout 0900 (?), Captain Graene came down hm the Company B-to check the line, and 
after cheokiug the 1st Piatom be went on to the 26. When he was about halfway down to the 
2d Platoon, 88 fire and small-arms f&e announced a German at.ta&by infantry with at least 
oue tank. It was reported that Captaii Gmzae went forward with a to&my gun. He did not 

%ieuteuant liiggius took ovu commaud of the company. The main force of the attack wai 
against the 2d and 3d Platoons. At &out 1000 or 1100, Lieutenant Jamfel and Sergea& Knight, 
his platoon sergeant, saw a squad from the 2d Platoon t&i& off, and the lientcdaat seat Scr- 
geaat XUght ,after the mch It was the M~~&I~-Guu Sqaad’amd they did not return. Their 
absence weakened the 2d Platoon so that they were forced to fall back about 100 yards. The 
other two platoons remained~in the same positiom-ia foxholes. The,attacking vs ware. 
paratroopers, and they suffered heavy losses. Lianhaant Jamiel himself saw over 30 dead 
Gumans. The tank which supported than was knocked out by a medium tank of ours. This 
fkst attack commenced after 0950 and lasted until about 1500. The mnakder of the aftem- 
and night was quiet. Vehicular movement aad even shouted German commruls could be heard 
during the n&kg* 

EVENTS OF 19’DECEMBER 1944 
During the tight of 18-19 December, there were noises indi&tiLg considerable activity and 

vehicular movement in the German rear areas-the arrival of more troops to reinforce those already 
attacking ST. VITH. After midnight there was constant patrol and counterpatrol activity on both 
sides and the Germans placed a great deal of harassing fires on all roads and road junctions, 
using mortars, 88’s, and for the first time, artillery firing battalion concentrations. Two night 
attacks were launched against CCS’s northern flank with infantry and tanks, apparently in an 
effcnt to seize HUNKINGEN. Both attacks were repulsed by tha combined fkes of the tanks of 
the 31st Tank Battalion and of armored cars and assault guns of the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance 
squadron9 

At no time during the day was enemy pressure absent from any portion of the division’s 
perimeter. (See figure 6.) It seemed that the Germans were seeking a “soft spot”; if they found 
one part of the line strongly defended, they pulled back and’tried another. Starting @I the northern 
flank at 0930, the enemy attacked in the direction of HUNNINGeN in an attempt to envelop CCB’s’ 
left flank. For more than three hours they attacked repeatedly, employing more than 500 infantry 
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Figure 6. At 0930 an attack developed .in the area held by Troop C (Capt 9). L. Johnson) of the 
87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron. At 1355 the 17th Tank Battalion (Lt Cd John P.%‘emple) 

was attached to CCB. At 1510 the 434th Armored Field Artill&y Battalion and two batteries of 
the 965th Field Artillery Battalion were attached toCCB and placed in positions shown. The 
275th Armored Field Artillery Battalioti is shown in position. 



supported by tanks. At 1300 they finally withdrew, leaving one tank burning and 150 dead. : Other 
tanks were hit and damaged, but were able to withdraw. Another attack started from the direction 
of WALLERODE, where the Germans were massing in strength, but it was broken up when our 
artillery caught the Germans in the open terrain hefore our lines. 

Failing to find a soft spot on the north, the Germans next hit the southern flank where they 
moved against CCB of the 9th Armored Division, Before this attack even got goingthree enemy 
tanks were knocked out and the rest of the force withdrew to try another place. The southern 
flank of CCB of the 7th Armored Division was then hit by a reinforced infantry company with 
armored support (one RK V(Panther) and two assault guns). During ‘the morning, this part of the 
line had been reinforced by a tank destroyer section..of two 9@mm guns (from Company A of the 
814th Tank Destroyer Battalion). This ,tank destroyer section, with three rounds, knocked out the 
Panther and one assault gun, leaving the infantry to advance across open ground with no armored 
support. On they came only to be slaughtered by our inf&try(Company B, 23d Armored Infantry 
Battalion), who held their fireuntil the enemy had closed to less than 50 yards. What was left of 
the attacking Germans c$ckly fled leaving almost 60 casualties, 

CCB received additional supportat 1510 on the 19th of December, when the 434th Armored 
Field Artillery Battalion and two batteries of the 965th Field Artillery Battalion were attached 
and placed in position. The only artillery support up to this time had been furnished by the 275th 
Armored Field Artillery Battalion, The 965th Field Artillery Battalion(~), the 275th Armored 
Field Artillery Battalion, and the 434th Field Artillery Battalion were placed under control of 
Lieutenant CoIonel James G. Duhuisson,.the commanding officer of the 434th Field Artillery Bat- 
talion; and a group fire direction center;-which functioned smoothly and continuously throughout 
the action, was established. Observation of fires was limited; there were no liaison planes with 
the artillery at ST. VITH.’ Althoughthe enemy was channelixed in his movement along the roads, 
offering wonderful opportunities to destroy him by artillery fire, CCB could not deliver the blow 
with complete effect because of the lack of aerial observation needed to adjust fite; 

During the afternoon of the 19th, Brigadier General William M. Hoge, Commanding General, 
Combat Command B, 9th Armored Division, visited the command post of CCB, 7th Armed Division, 
in KRCMBACH~ The vulnerability of General Hoge’s ‘position on the forward side of the stream 
end on the rsdlroad, which ran south from ST. VITH, was discussed. Should ST. VITH he lost, 
CCB of the 9th would have been isolated and cut off, as thae was no way for them to withdraw 
their vehicles across the stream and railroad tracks except through .ST. VITH. A plan was agreed 
upon to be executed sfter dark that night. First, the vehicles of the 27th Armored Infantry Battal- 
ion, CCB, 9th Armored Division, were withdrawn to areas in the rear of the-new position. Redium 
tank companies of the 14th Tank Battalion followed and the infantry elements came out last. This 
movement was accomplished without too much difficulty, and the right flank of CCB, 7th Armored 
Division, was thereby made more secure. Close liaison and excellent cooperation were maintained 
between the two combat commands during the whole period in the vicinity of ST. VITH, even 
though the next higher headquarters of CCB, 9th Armored Division, was in doubt and conflicting 
orders were received. 

During the morning of 19 December, part of the X&h Regimental Combat Team of the 2&h 
Infantry Division, commanded by Colonel G. M. Nelson, joined the 7th Armored Division in its 
defense of this area. The combat team had been out of contact with their division and wemcom- 
pletely in the dark as to the location of any friendly troops whatsoever until a patrol from the 7th 
Armored Division had contacted them. This was en indication of the sit&ion as it existed so&h- 
West Of CCB. 

EVENTS OF 20 DECEMBER 1944 

The general situation in the vicinity of ST. VITII by the morning of the 20th was not yet 
desperate, but was becoming increasingly difficult. (See figure 7.) Everyone realized by this 
time that we were not facing a local counterattack, but a full scale offensive and that the ST. VITH 

. 
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Figure 7. Combat Command B had a relatively quiet day, but there was a constant build-up of enemy strength fot 
an attack on ST, VITH, Task Force Jones was formed to secure the southern flank. There was increasing enemy 
pressure on supply installations at SAMREE and LA ROCHE, 



defenders were catching a heavy portion of it in their sector. Through intelligence reports from 
higher headquarters, and captured prisoners, the Americans knew that they were meeting the best 
of the German troops. 

By the end of the day prisoners from the following German divisions had been interrogated 
by the IPW Team of the 7th Armored Division (enemy divisions listed in relative order of positions 
from north to south): 1st SS Patwr Division, Grew Deutachland Brig&, 18th Volks Gremxlier 
Division, 62d Yolks Gren4er Divihn, 2d Paazer Division, 560th Volks Grendier Division, and 
226& Pmzer Diviaioh Manteuffel had assigned the task of taking ST. WITH to two infantry divi- 
sions of the 66th Corps; his failure to accomplish this in’a reasonable time had caused the com- 
mitment of additional troops from both Ffffh and Sixth Panzer Armies. 

All manner ofreports were received indicating that the enemy was by-passing the 7th Armored 
Division’s positions on the north and rolling up the flank on the southeast, making the ST. WITH 
sector comparable to a thumb protruding into the enemy’s mouth; and it seemed that this thumb 
could be easily bitten off. The enemy was reported to be in strength at HOUFFALIZE, LA ROCHE, 
and SAMREE, all to the west of CCB, and at TROIS-PONTS to the northwest. In order to protect 
their flank, Division Headquarters, on the 19th, had ordered the 48th Tank Battalion and Company 
A, 33d Armored Engineer BattaIion, to outpost CHERAM and GOWY. At GOUVY these troops 
found an army ration dump, containing 50,000 rations, which had just been set on fire by army 
quartermaster personnel to prevent its capture by the enemy, who were already threatening with 
small-arms fire. Company D of the 40th Tank Battalion drove off the enemy and extinguished the 
fire, which had done little ,damage, and began the issuance of rations to all units of the division. 
At GOUVY there was also an abandoned army prisoner of war enclosure, containing over 700 
German prisoners of war, guarded by one officer and eight military police. These prisoners were 
successfully evacuated by the division, Division Headquarters created other task forces;out of 
the remnants of the 14th Cavalry Group and assigned them the mission of screening and’protecting 
tne southeast flank of the division, Troop D, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, was directed 
to proceed to SALMCHATEAU and then west, and was &en the mission of screening the northern 
flank of the division rear. 

The most significant change that occmed in the disposition and composition of division 
troops on the 20th was the formation of Task Force Jones, commanded by the commanding officer 
of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and in position on the southern and southwestern flank of 
the division to the right rear of CCB. The force consisted of part of the 17th Tank Battalion, 
440th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, part of the 814th Tank Destroyer Battalion, and elements 
of the 38th Armored Infantry Battalion, 31st Tank Battalion, 40th Tank Battalion, 334 Armored 
Engineer Battalion, and a detachment of the 14th Cavalry Group. The strength of the enemy and 
the seriousness of the situation on the south, leading to the formation of Task Force Jones, was 
obtained in part from Lieutenant Colonel Stone, with whom the division had been in touch about 
two days. This officer was located near GOUVY with an assortment of about 250 stragglers, 
including both officer and enlisted Quartermaster, Engineer, and Signal personnel whom he had 
collected. He had established a defensive position, saying, “By God the others may run, but I 
am staying here and will hold at all cost.” Stone’s force was incorporated into Task Force Jones. 
The force was in position by about 1600 and immediately became engaged at CHERAM and GOWY. 
By 1800 it was receiving a strong German attack which it successfully repulsed. 

In spite of this activity in its rear, CCB had a relatively quiet day. During the night of 
18-20 December some infiltration was reported by the 17th Tank Battalion at RECHT.. At 0800 
the 17th Tank Battalion was instructed to withdraw to RODT, leaving one company plus a platoon 
of infantry in position north and east of RGDT to maintain contact with CCA on the left. Enemy 
concentrations of tanks and infantry collected in WALLERODE and NEIDER EMMELS. Heavy 
artillery concentrations quieted these threats, During the afternoon enemy columns were reported 
moving from MEDELL to BORN and at 1630 enemy tanks moved into OBER EMMELS and forced 
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oat a light tank platoon on outpost there; but the forces on the high ground to the south held firmly. 
During the night of 2&21 December approximately 68 men and two officers led by Lieutenant hong 
of the Intelligence and Reconnaissance Platoon, 423d Regiment (one of the surrounded regiments 
of the 106th Infantry Division) infiltrated back through CCBrs lines. 

When interviewed, Lieutenant Long stated that the commanding officers had teld them that 
the two regiments (422d and 423d) were preparing to surrender, and that orders were being given 
for the destruction of their arms and equipment, The troops had been told that an9 personnel wish- 
ing to attempt to infiltrate to friendly lines rather than surrender were authorized to leave. These 
men were some of those who had chosen to risk returning and fighting again to laying down their 
arms and surrendering. CCB established an assembly point-in the schoolhouse at ST. VITH where 
these men were given rations, such other supplies ae they needed, and a well-deserved rest. Dur- 
ing the-night of 21-22 December, when the situation became critical, these men were put back into 
the line. pen they were told that they were going back into the line, their enthusiasm was high, 
and subsequent reports obtained from the troops with whom they fought indicated that without 
exception these men discharged their duty in exemplary fashion. 

During the day, Combat Command A, to the left rear of Combat Command B, was under con- 
siderable pressure in the vicinity of POTEAU. Division headquartars had sent them a message at 
0925 that it was imperative that they command the road leading into POTEAU from RECHT. 
Although CCB did not know it at the time, the situation to the left rearand on the northern flank 
was oritical. 

A unit commanders’ meeting was held at the CC8 ,command post just after dark. The S4 
reported on the supply situation; and in view of the vague information available, General Clarke 
emphasized the necessity of conserving supplies of ammunition and rations Instructions ware 
given to issue only two-thirds of a ration daily and to fire artillery missions sparingly and then 
only where the situation appeared to be critical. 

EVENTS OF 21 DECEMBER 1944 
The Germans realized that the failure to control the network of roads and railroads centering 

on ST. VITH was disrupting the timetable of the entire c0unteroffensive.r The stand of the 7th 
Armored Division had left a dangerous salient in the German lines which threatened the northern 
flank of Fiftl, Panzer Army and prevented a link-up between the Fift& and Sirth Panzer Rtmies. 
All further westward movement of Sixth SS Panzer Army had virtually stopped for lack of needed 
gasoline and- ammunition, which were on the supply columns immobilized to the east of ST, VITH, 
or on the trains halted between PRUX and GEROLSTEIR. Accordingly, orders were issued to ZZ 
SS Fanzer Corps to move to the south and take ST. VITH without delay. 

AU during the night of 2@21 December tanks and other vehicles could be heard massing to 
the north, east, and south of ST. VITH. ZZ SS Panzer Corps was moving into position, and at 1100, 

- the assault was launched. (See figure S.) From the time of the first attack on the 21st until the 
completion of the successful withdrawal of the 7th Armored Division across the SALR River two 
days later, the enemy attacked unceasingly along the entire front of the division, Throughout the 
21st and a&l 2200 that night, the lines held against continuous assault of infantry, supported by 
heavy artillery and “screaming meemie” concentrations of unprecedented size and duration. 
Large formations of enemy tanks joined in the assault, and smashed their way into the lines, 
where they blasted the defenders from their foxholes with point-blank tank fire. Time after time, 
the German infantry ware forced to withdraw under the aimed short-range fire of the gdlant 

1 &other extract from the same German officer’s diary mentioned before further indicates that ST. VITH 
was holding back the flow of German traffic. After the fall of ST. WTIi on 21 Dee 44, the* traffic moved 
more freely. 
“22 December: After ST. VITH is taken, traffic flows contiauously. If enemy planes had appeared, it 
would have been a terrific disaster. An Infantry Division and Infantry Regiment Cps are set up in town. 
Also our Artillery Battalica CP.” 
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infantrymen, engineers, tankers, reconuaissance troops, and others who stood their ground and 
inflicted huge losses upon the attacking formations. Even the heavy tanks were forced to with- 

: : 

draw, leaving destroyed hulks battered and burning in their wake. 

On that day, the men of the 7th Armored performed, individually and .collectively, repeated 
deeds of heroism; soldiers not only engaged in hand-to-hand combat with the German infantry, but 
also destroyed German tanks with-bazookas and grenades. 

Still the Germans attacked. Start& at 1100 with an artillery barrage on the northern and 
eastern positions of CCB and an infantry-tank attack against the juncture of CCB and CCB of tha 
8th Armored Division, the Germans stepped up the scale of their assaulti by 1300 the entire line 
of CCB, 7th Armored Division; was aflame with em&y artillery, “screeming meemies,” tanks, 
and infautry pouring a concentration of steel at the defenders, As the enemy closed in they were 
met in turn by all possible concentrated fires that could ba brought to bear-but still they attacked, 
Major attacks were launched against that part of the line. held by. the 38thArmored Infantry Battalion 
at 1100,1230,1400,1610, and 17l@ while the northern flank mannad by the 31st Tank Battalion 
and the 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron was hit with attacks at 1300,1730,1805, and 1820. 

All attacks were turned back, and CCB’S lines continued to hold. Then three heavy assaults 
were started by the .Germans, with each directed along the asis of the main roads entering ST. 
VITH; at 1650 from the east along the SCHONBERG Road; ‘followed by an-attack down the MALMEDY 
Road at 1835; with the last one starting up the PRUM Road at .2000. Each of these attacks was 
preceded by intense artillery barrages lasting from 15 to 35 minutes, and closely followed by the 
infantry and tanks, The Gebnans’were not to be denied and their relentless pressure sinca 1100 
in the morning had left gaps in the line, since there were no replacements for the dead and 
wounded.1 By 2000 CCB’s lines had been penetrated in at least three points. The battle con- 
tinued until approximately 2208when General Clarke, seeing that a portionof his position was no 
longer tenable, issued the ader to withdraw the center of the line to the high ground west of ST. 
VITH. 

Those elements which were cut off east of town were ordered to attack through the town or 
north of it to join the forces whi&.were establisbiug a new defensive line. officers were estab- 
lished ‘at control points west of the town to collect stragglers aud to place units in a defensive 
position as they got back within thefriendly screen. 

During the.t@e this concerted drive was being made on the front, the troops on the north 
flank were not heavily engaged,.‘although there- was a defiuite threat in the OBER EMhI&- 
NEIDER EMMELS area. It was planned toanchor a defense west of ST. VITH on this still sub 
stantialnorth flank and hold there. The +er of the defensive line (from HUNNINGEN to ST. 
VITH-WALLERODE Road) was to swing back to the west of ST., VITH anfl establish a line for 
elements. east of the town to fall back tbrough. This was accomplished arid most of the troops 
were brought out as units. 

All through the night of 21-22 December stragglers were coming back from the troops which 
had heen overrun east of ST. VITH. Gfficer control posts had been set up on all roads to intercept 
these men and send them to the HINDERHAUSEN area* This- was done and by early forenoon of 
22 December about 150 stragglers had been gathered up. 

The situation on the right flank of the division became critical during the 21st of December. 
CCB, 9th Armored Division, requested assistance, and Task Force Lindsey, which had been held 
in division reserve, was ordered to GILHAUSEN to reinforce that unit. This assistance was suf- 
ficient to restore the situation, and Task Force Lindsey was returned to its former mission of 
resee at 211000. On the left flank of CCB, CCA maintained its position in and sround POTEAU 
throughout the day. A stroug attack, which included tanks and artillery, was successfully repulsed 
around 1330. Strong patrols on both sides were active during the day. The enemy established an 

1 2% Seventh Amwed Dividon in the Battle of ST. VfZW, by Major Gamral Robert W. Hasbronck. 
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effective ambush ln some thick woods 8dhea& of POT&W on the ST. VITH-PO’I’EAU Ro&d. 
Before the ambush was-discovered, the enemy was successful iu capturing the occupants of eight 
peeps ad one light tank which bad been knocked out. Personnel included such key officers as 
the Exe+ive Offlcer, CCA, Liaison Offlcer, CCA, Executive Officer and Adjutaut, 48th Armored 
Infantry Battalion; and othas. Upon discovery, the enemy abandoned its ‘&bush, and the key 
road was again opened for friendly traffic. At 2ooQ anotha strong hostile attack, supported by 
heavy mortar, machine gun, and artillery fire, wat repulsed. 

Autici& the possibility of CCB’s be& enable to hold the present position, General 
Clake had initiated reconnaissance on the road m&g to the west, through HXNDERBAUSEN and 
COMMANSTER to VIELSALM, a possible avenue of &hdrawal. This roa&was in poor condition 
and for the most part passed through a forest. Er@@ers and artillerymen had been put to work on 
critical and impassable spots; but even with this improvement passage ova this road was uot easy, 

EVENTS OF 22 D@ZEJgBER 1944 

The Germans continued to attack with infantry and tanks. At 0200 the 92831, &em&r Bat- 
talion attacked RODT from the teat. The en&y widened this penetration and at 1135 RODT was 
captuted, split&g CCA and CCB. The nine-hour baffle for RODT was a grim affair in which 
personuel from every possible so- ooks, drivas, radio operators-were employed to augment 
the defense in a desperate effort to.prevent the enemy from driving a de!eper wedge betweenthe 
two combat commands. The loss of RODT. necewsitated CcB*s@ling back its left flank to pro- 
tect BlNDERHAUSEN, a key position on the emergency exit route to COMMANSTER and VIELSALM. 
(See figures 9 ami la) 

By dark the line was established again and was strengthened by the addition of the 17th 
Tank Battalion (-) on the south flask of CCB to tie-in with CCB of the 9th Armored Division. 
Contact with CCA on the norbest was lost. At 0700 the command post of CCB was moved to 
COMMANSTER. Duelug this day afl unesaenM vehicles were sent to the rear, By nightfall the 
line was being h@ld with the 87th Cavalry R-sauce Squadron, Lieutenaat Colonel Boylan 
commandlug, on the ldt; the 31st Tank .Battalion, Lieutenant Colonel Erlenbuach commanding, in 
the center the 17th Tauk Battalion, Liautenaut Colonel Wemple commanding, on the south, The 
boundary between the 31st Tank B&tallon and the 17th Tank Battalion uas the railroad line runuing 
southwest boln ST. VITB. 

At 1845 enemy tanks and infantry attacked along the railroad towards KROMBACH. Infantry 
broke through and occupied the towo. Most of Lieutenant Colonel Wemple’s fozce was able to 
fight its -way out the next morning. CCB of the 9th Arm& Division was cilso receiving a heavy 
attack at tbis time and was being slowly pusbed back toward BRAUNLAW. It held 6n to its con- 
tact with CCB of the 7th Armored Division, pivoting back os General Clarke’s right flank and pre- 
venting an attempt of the enemy to separate the two combat commands. 

At POTEAU, to the left rear of CCB, CCA was receiving increasing pressure from the ehemy, 
who was continuing his attempts to outflank the right of CCA. Meanwhile, &the enemy on the north 
struck hehvily at 2215 but was driven off. A measure of the bitterness of the fighting on all fronts 
is indicated by the following extract from the personal reports of members of Company B of 
Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. Rhea’s 23d Armored Infantry Battalion. 

-on Fxiday,.xhe compsuy tpias were moved to the west of KROMBXB. During the moruiag 
the meu walked back crosscountry to a new liue wbicb was set up about 1000 yards to the 
east of IcRoIyIBAcH. This line h@d no depth, and as Captain Brittoa pointed outz Qace the 
line was piemd, it was finWed. At the rathoad underpass about 1000 yards northeast of 
KROMBACB, a bazookmmmi and a macl&m-gnn squad were po8ted. They wanted to mine the 
uuderpass, but 00 miues or explobives were avatlable. The 81-mm mortars of Campaw B 
were in positiou ha gRoMBAcH, where they fired 600 rounds in 20 minutes aad broke the base 
plates which were welded to the fl* of the half-track. 
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*'At about 1700, strong enemy combat patrols began coming along the railroad embankment, 
and tanks came toward-the undapa8s. The bazookaman fired at the tanks, ‘kmd when the ’ 
bazooka rouud bounced off the front, he withdrew. Captain B&ton had just come up toward 
the front and was wsnning hi8 f&et fn 8n oven when the enemy bunt into his position. Some 
of the men pulled back to the north until they ran into tanks of Company D of the 31st Task 
Battalioq these men rode out with those tanks. The remainder of the company fell back to 
the motor park in ICROMBA~ where the half-tracks were gassing. Late Friday x&&t these 
half-tracks moved to vxEuiAI& where they met the rmMinda of .the company next UlorptrrlG 
captain Baton *aid aore were men from almost way conceivable uoit on the vehiclea 

*%wk at the line, sorae men remaimd with another unit which held fast and foughs it out. 
Our artillery and mortar fire worked up and down the railroad track. One Company B mechanic, 
T/s‘Rober& Cutts, had a radio with e he called back to the FO giving him the necessary 
adjustments in the artillery fire. These men also &ally pulled bsck from the line when the 
17th Tank Rattalioa move+ out, ind maay of them rode the tanks out of the area.” 

Pressure continued to increase along the entire front; and, as the 7th Armored Division 
shatened its lines and again regrouped, German infantry-and tanks pressed strongly on al! posi- 
tions, Practically the entire division area was now being engaged by long-range artillery fire. In 
the north, the enemy in strength was along the east bank of the SALM River from east of TROIS 
PONTS to G&ND HALLEUX, and in the south along the high ground south of the highway running 
west from SALMCHATEAU. This meant that the remainder of the 106th Infantry Division, CCB 
of the 9th Armored Division, the 14th Cavalry Group, some corps troops, including artillery which 
had been attached to the 7th Armored Division, and the entire 7th Armored Division with attach- 
ments, less trains, were left east of the SALM ‘River, all units ‘were short of supplies and were 
completely fatigued from five or more days and nights of continuous fighting. There was only one 
sure exit route, a secondary road running west from VIELSALM, and one probable alternate route, 
the road SALMCHATEAU-JOUBIEV~-CRUX, 

As the position was obviously untenable, Field &rshal Montgomery in a message to Major 
General Ha&r-k, Commanding the 7th Armored Division and its conglomeration of units, ordered 
a withdrawal: ‘#You h&e accomplish&d your mission-a‘ mission we&done. It is time to withdraw.” 
All, messedial vehicles were withdrawn at once, followed by part of the t&Hay, which began 
displacing rearward about midnight. CCB of the 9th Armored Division was scheduled to be the 
first unit to withdraw, but their commanding general advised General Hasbronck that they were 
engaged with the. enemy and the muddy condition of the roads and -fields was such that an imme- 
diate withdrawal.would be unfeasible. It,was n ectessq to postpone the @al time for,withdtawal, 
as CCB of the 7th Armored Divisiq was also heavilg waged with the enemy. At the same time 
the enemy w& building up strong fort& in front of the 82d Airborne D&ion, west of SALMCHATEAU. 
In view of the enemy’s relentless pressure, especially at base of the salient, the 7th Armored Divi- 
sion commander, General Hasbrouck, radioed Generals Clarke and Hoge of the two combat commands 

B thak T’he sitcutiw is such on the west,of the river d of the 826 Uisosne Division that if 
we don’t join them Soon. the opportunity will be gone. It will be aecemary to disengage, 
whether circumstances are favor+ble or uot# if we a0 to cany out aayAind.of wmtiwal with 
eqnipmezk Iafozmme of yoursituation at oace,perticulalywith regazdtothepossibilityof 
diwngagement and execution of +hdrawaLw 

THE SEVENTH DAY-23 DECEMBER 1944 

The enemy’s pressure from the east eased slightly, and H-hour for withdrawal was announced 
as 0600. CCB of the 9th Armored Division, having received the announcement late, actually ini- 
tiated the movement about 0700. GeneraI Clarke of CCB, 7th Armored Divisiori, ordered Lieutenant 
Colonel Wemple to bring out all vehicles and troops at KkOMBACH and southwest thereof through 
BEHO to VIELSALM. An infantry company of the 424th Regiment at BRAUNLAUF was to accom- 
pany them. North of KROMBACH alI troops and vehicles were to come out through HINDERHAUSEN 
to COMMANSTER, thence to VIELSALM. A covering force, under Lieutenant Colonel Boylan, cob 
sisting of a mediuat tank company, a tank destroyer &mpany, and an infantry company, was ordered 
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to hold BINDEBBA’JSEN until all other troops had left and then to fall back with maximum delay; 
they were to take wounded with them. This was a narrow road, and in the event of vehicle failure; 
vehicles were to be dumped to the side of the road and destroyed with a minimum of delay, so that 
tbe column would not be held up. 

‘_ 

The 956th and 275th Artillery Battalions were withdrawn the night of the 22d. The 434th 
Armored Field Artillery Battalion came out just ahead of the covering forces, displacing battery 
by battery in order to give fire support to the covering forces, which were withdrawing under heavy 
pressure. 

It wss providential that on the night of 22-23 December the roads froze, enabling practically 
all of the vehicles to get out. So far as is known, no men were left behind, 

The troops of CCB were originally given instructions ‘to assemble at LIERENEUX, but 
later other instructions were received and the assembly area was changed to the vicinity of XHORIS. 
The combat command closed in the vicinity of .XliOEIS at.232300 ,December and units were 
instructed to reorganize, refuel, and prepare for action in the morning. . 

SUPPLY DXFl+CULTXES 
It might be well to mention at this point some of the difficulties encountered in the problems 

of supply and maintenance. This story is well told by Lieutenant Colonel Erlenbusch, Commanding 
Officer, 31st Tank Battalion: 

“We held s atapply dump at-ST. VITR belonginS to the 106th Infuntry Division, and used it 
until it was exbrpated (SO00 rationa and 10,000 gallona of gasoline). Reapply from the rear 
was eXt?tmtly hasafdous btcstat a goodly portion of the enemy had goat srcuad ST. WITS to 
the north 5nd sou& Aa a result of these forcea %&ping by’ on tbt flanka, aw division no 
artawaaamixtatoffritndlyandtntraytrocpa. SomtCcupaandArmyASPawereinonr 
hsadai some were in the hssd5 of the enealy; acme changed hands fhquenuy; while other mp- 
ply pointa were dtattoytd or 5vscpat5d by mtiriag fhndiy troops. Diviaioa Traiaa were at 
LAROC%F& where they were heavily engaged in combat in order to keep ftam being ovmnaa, 
aad little help could be expected from tbat &r&r. The anpply problem then waa one of ma- 4 
nitg tad5 tbrouph milts of enemy-infested terdtofy in atarch of frieadly dmnps hmving the 
dmirtd type of supplies, sod then coming back thm@ milts of the Kant enemy infested 
tcrritorytodcllocr~tmpch~9d~~atothecombst~~ 

"The 5trvict facUitita of the units of CCB wem~poole~$ ead the maintenance stttitta wtr5 

all co~~lidattd under Captain La Fountain, Maintenance Officer, 31at Tank Rnttalioq who. 
act up + troth ordntnct shop. Anp of our vehicles which could btetvaaaated to this abop 
were nppircd there. At the aamt time, this m salvaged mamy vtbiclts and weapons wbicb 
hd beon ~smioatd in the axea by rttreatitg units before the sxrival of the 7th Anmrtd Divi- 
aion. l’Wa t@pmtnt wsa repaired, or, if beyond reps&, was rcamibt&td* for pets to oat 
in the repair of other vehiclea and tquipmtnt. Frequently tbia coinbhtd mabttnamct stctitn 
opcratad undct artillery fire, aad many times they had to drop their work and engage in a amall 
fi@t with CILcmy patrols which penetrated to their ma. In-one instance, a crew of fmu lout 
one man before they could withdaw kom the scent with their tqnipmtnt. 

“There were two ate5 which stand out aa idic5tivt of the determination and heroic efforta 
of the atmice persolulel to keep the coilbat elementa scpplitd. In tbt first iaatance, atvea 
trttks of the 31st Tank Battalion, with a corpoml in charge of the coavoy, set out fnrm the 
vidnity of KROMRACR to obtsin fuel fmxc a dump Neal 24-R. As 110 escort was available, 
only trucks with machine gun mounts were uatd. To h&p protect the convoy, two guards with 
rifles aad %mmy g~a’ were plsctd in the rear of each truck, the Surds having been recruited 
frosn vohat5a5 among the vsrious compsny kitchen atws. This ctnvoy was gone for two 
dsys and dpring ibat time they ‘r& the gaeatltt' of four enemy umbnshes. When they a-hod 
at their dtatiaation, they found oat side of the dump burning and a li&t tank company from 
the 87th Reconn&asanc t Squadron bit&sly dtfa&ugthtothtrportitn. Underthtsecouditious. 
thc~~wcrclo~edtocapadtp,pndthcnatotedonthe~~ttip,~~ontinthtwood5 

that sight The next dty they had two engagements with the aawn% in oat of these ttttcka 
the cospaal it charge was killtd aud three mta wtrt wounded, while one truck was damaged 
so badly that it had to be towed the rest of the way. Arriving at gRoMBAcH at dusk of the 
attttd day, now ttmm5tdtd by a PFC truck driver, it could report, We&on accomplished.’ 
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“The other cane is practically the nmme mtory. This convoy was cm &d by Serueaat ‘. 
l”fWp and COnsisted of three truckm from the 31st Tank Battalion and one ttuck of the 236 
Mmred Infantry Battalion with a defense sew organized very simile to the firat convoy. 
Their mimmion was to obtab bmdly needed mnmmdtian &om a damp in the LAR0QIE prea 
Their expe$encen were about the urw; they had two &nmishes and suffered one casualty. 
‘l=h~ qmuaition dump was not gumded by friendly or enemy forces. Like the first group, they 
too returned at dusk of the second day, rqmrthg, %ission accomplisbed5~~~ 

The magnificent effort of all service personnel was recognized and appreciated by all troops 
in the line. In many cases these service troops were called upon to repel enemy attacks. In one 
action on 21 December, near SAMREE, the combat command Assistant S4, Captain Robert H. Barth, 

was killed while attempting to maintain the constant flow of supplies to the front, 
The supply problems for artillery were especially aitical. The only way ammunition supply 

could be kept up was by hunting for and finding abandoned dumps toward the front. Very little 
ammunition was getting through from the .rear, Some of the. artillery trains were with division 
trains in the vicinity of SAMREE where they were forced to fight for their existence. A balance of 
ammunition was maintained het~een’battalions; when the expenditures were exceptionally heavy 
in one battalion, several truck loads would be sent to it from.another battalion. On 22 December, 
ammunition amounted to only a few rounds per 1O%nm howitzer for CCB artillery. Any sizable 
amount of firing had to be approved by the combat command commander. 

At one’time during this critical ammunition shortage, a German column got lost on the road 
between OBER EMMELS and NEIDER EMMELS and stopped, bumper-to-bumper, a perfect target 
for a concentration. When artillery was called for, the ammunition shortage had to be considered. 
Finally it was decided that this target maited the firing of the remaining white phosphorus. The 
German column was burned and de&&& Later, on 22 December, a 9&truck convoy carrying 
5000 rounds of 105mm ammunition finally made its way through after traveling many miles of 
circuitousmites arid back roads. From then on the ammunition situation.eased.3 

The drivers of the 9o;truck convoy, which came through to the combat elements, on 22 
December, had been behind their steering wheels fq hours on end without sleep. They had driven 
through ambushes by German patrols and had suffered casualties enroute. Their devotion to duty 
saved the division and its attached units from almost ce&ain disasta during the ordered withdrawal 
which took place the next day. Without the gasoline, many vehicles would have to have been 
abandoned. The artillery and other ammunition they brought held the enemy at bay until the SALM 
River was cro& 

AN INVENTORY3 
In retrospect, it is difficult to undastand how it was possible for CCB to hold ST; VITH 

against the overwhelming powa and supericvity in numbers possessed by the Germans. The 
German attack was well-organized and the build-up of strength was achieved’with great secrecy. 
The Germans gambled everything on striking a lightning blow and achieving surprise, so that they 
could knifethrough while our troops were disorganized and before the latter could be reshifted to 
set up an effective .defense line. During the period the American troops were in ST. VITH, the 
weather was a strong ally of the Germans, and American planes were not seen for this entire 
period. One factor that probably caused theGermans to proceed so cautiously was the fact that 
elements of the 7th Armored Division were in ST. VITH at all on the 17th when their intelligence 
had identified them in the LINNICH area ‘on the 16th. It is supposition, but they must have been 
surprised, andthey must have felt that if these troops could be moved such a distance and be in 
the thick of:the fighting so quickly, otha dispositions could be effected as expeditiously. 
1 From a letter by Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. Rrle8burch, Commanding Officer, 31st Teak Battalioa. 
2 From a letter, “F’articipation of the 7th Armored Division Artillery in ST. VIl% Operation, 17-23 December 

1944,” by Colonel 0.16. Martin, cenuwu& Officer, Division A&l&y. 
3 This inventory reprements a sununari+on of remarks by staff officers (Lie&m+ Colonel Qarlcs i. 

Latha, Executive; Major Lynn Piece, SZ; Major Owen W. Woodruff, 53; Major Evan D. Gammil, S4) of 
CCB of the 7th Armored Division, 
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Another fact- that gave the Germans pause was the aggressiveness and tenacity of the 
defense. CCB 7::: ?ot content to dig in and merely try to hold the Germans when they attacked. 
Their patrols CW. i qgressive, and wherever a weakness was sensed, a probing attack was ma&. 
Their counterattacti were quick and effective. Had the Germans realized the limited strength . 
CCB had at its disposal and the disorganization and loss of morale of some of the Allied troops, 
caused by the initial attack, they could have closed the pincers and annihilated the Atierkan 
forces at their choosing. However, instead of committing their forces to a major blow, they dis- 
sipated their strength and lost valuable time in making limited objective and probing attacks. 

Defenders of ST. VITH were puzzled at the time as to why the G-ass did not pour more 
artillery fire in& ST. WH. It was onIy after the third or fourth day that they began firing anything 
that resembled the intensity of an American barrage. Undoubtedly, they counted on a quick capttue 
of the town and did nof w&t to destroy it 01 make the streets im@sable. As was learned after- 
wards, inthis &ensive.the Germans were counting heavily on using ST. VITH as a forward railhead. 

The axrival of COB in ST. VITH on the aftanoon of the 17th was quite timely. Adpance 
patrols of the Germans were on the SCHORBERGST. VITH Road,at that tim& The only forces to 
stop them were the provisional engineer troops, and there is no doubt that the Germans could have, 
and probably would have, been in ST. VITH on the night of the 17th, had 7th Armored Division 
units not arrived and been placed in position when they were* 

It would be very interesting indeed to have a trans&pt of the conversations between com- 
manders of the various echelons of command d-the Germans after thelc failure to take ST.‘VITH 
on schedule, particularly when th9 discovered the sise of the small force that was denying this 
srea to them. The attitude of the German command was well-expressed by a German lieutenant 
colonel who, while he wss attempting to interrogate one of our men who had been captured, 
remarked: “You and your dsmned pawz division have kept us from getting to LIEGE!” 

Every officer and man of the 7th Armored Division who participated in the ST. VITH action, 
sings the praises of ,#he 275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion. This VRI Corps Artillery Bat- 
tslion, Commanded by Lieutenant Colonel Clay, chose to stay and fight. The coolness and the 
poise of the officers and men in this crganisstion were the subject of admiration on the part of all 
who came in coutact with them. The battalion rtfluited the excellent training that it had received, 
and the &sions that it was called upon to f&e were always fired effectively. The forward 
obsapers were outat~ndiug in cooperatiug with front-line commaders of CCB. Six forward observers 
were lost during this action. 

One of the more critical moments in the defense of ST VITH occurred on the night of 28-21 
December, when the Germans finally penetrated the defense and isolated some of CCB’s troops. 
These troops had been constantly engaged since their commitment on the 17th, and the nervous 
tension and fatigue produced by the con&ant 
ning to tell. 

pressure under which they were operating was begin- 
Combat fatigue casualties up to this time bad been light, but with the Germans pour- 

ing &tough, the “men” were rapidly being separated from the “boys” One of the former was 
First Sergeant L. H. Ladd of Troop B, 87th Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron. This troop had 
gone into the line on 17 December with six officers and 136 men. When it was cut off to the east 
of ST. VITH on the night of the 21st, Sergeant Ladd brought back about 46 men, which was all 
that remained of the troop. Unshaven, lines of fatigue showing on his face, his eyes bloodshot, 
he nevertheless demanded to see the combat command commander. Staff officers .tried to dissuade 
him and told him to get what little rest he could before the remainder d the troop was committed 
again. Sergeant Ladd would have none of this and repeated his demand to see General Clarke. 
Along about midnight he found the general and said, “ I want to get it from you personally that 
Troop B was ordered out of the position that we were holding. Me and my men had decided that 
we were not leaving and I just want to get it straight that we were ordered out by you.” When 
General Clarke assured Sergeant Ladd that he had issued the order, the Sergeant was satisfied 
and moved out into the darkness and rain to occupy a new position in the defense line west of 
ST. VITH. 
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LESSONS 
1. F&ti&Zi@. Although the units of CCB were mixed as they were placed in the line of 

battle and ttoops were freque&iy moved from one command to anotha, an effective fighting force 
was established and maintained. An armored division trained to work in an evaehaaging tactical 

, situation will not find itself in confusion when the exigencies of battle require its employment in 
unusual situations. 

2. Mobile defense. Until the final day of the defense of ST VITB a mobile reserve was 1 
maintained to move quickly and deal with any attack or penetration. At times this reserve struck 
the enemy before his attack was even fully launched so that the attack be&me disorganised and 
was stopped. In a mobile defense, parti&ularly against a force of superior numbers, the reserve 
must be mobile and it must carry out its mission with aggressiveness. 

3. Elastic defense. Even though the line to be defended was long, the defensive setup 
remained elastic and plans were constantly in mind for continuing the defense in the event that 
forward elements were overrun. 

4. Liaison planes. The absence of liaison planes for artillery and other observation at ST. 
VITB was keenly felt. This equipment is of enormous value in the conduct of thedefense. 

5. Yorafe. Even though the men were operating under the most adverse conditions, includ- 
ing rain, mud, cold, and shortage of food, their response to the situation, when apprised of the 
im~ance of the stand, was magnific+ It seemed that the lo&r the d&ease held, the higher 
the morsle became. The desperateness of the situation only increased the determination. 

kis interesting to note the effect of a personality on the morale of 5ghting men* While at 
the front, about the 20th of December, General Clarke told a first sageant that word had been 
received that Genaral Patton was &king the south side of the BULGE. The sergeant, who 
had been with the Third Army during its sweep across France, replied with confidence and affac- 
tion, “If Georgie's comiag-we've got it made.” 

6. coadinetion .aad cooperation The defensive. stand at ST. VITB was made possible only 
through the closest cooperation and coordination within.the combat commadditself and by the com- 
bat command-with elements on the 5anks. Because of the ever-changing tactical situations, com- 
mandas were often forced to work ,out solutions which ordinarily would have been accomplished 
on a higha echelon. The fact that all unitsworked togetha smoothly, even under the most 
advase conditions, is evidence of the .spirit of cooperation and coordination which prevailed. 
The academic problems of “attached,” “’ an support,” or %perational control,” and the like, 
nava arosa 

7. Leaderahfp. In this type of defensive action, leadership, even though more difficult 
than in other situations, is a primsry prerequisite. When men are faced by odds which seem ova- 

- whelming, and other units are pulling out to the rear, only the highest type :of leadaship will pre- 
vail. To regroup men who have once been overrun by the enemy and to make another stand against 
the same enemy is a challenge of the utmost proportions to the leadaship of any unit. These 
things were done by the commanders of large and small units who were charged with the defense 
of ST. VITB. 

8. Wi&‘bdrawaZ. It was apparent two or three days before the actual withdrawal that the 
defenders, if not reinforced, would either have to withdraw or they would be destroyed. At that 
time, without-any appreciable display of activity, a route was reconnoitered and improved with 
engineer and artillery details. The withdrawal when finally ordered was orderly even though it 

6 was carried out under heavy pressure and was started with a minimum of oral instructions to unit 
commandersthrough liaison officers. Time for its final planning was short although such a pos- 
sibility was envisioned for some time and disposition of nonessential vehicles made accordingly. 
Despite adverse conditions, an armored unit employing a small covering force is capable of break- 
ing off contact with the enemy. The.ability to do this successfully, however, is dependent upon 
the absence of enemy tactical air. 29 



9. Summwy. Armor is generally thought of as an offensive force. However, its capabilities 
on defense are great. It conducts an aggressive and an elastic defense. It “rolls with the’ punches.” : : 
It seeks opportunities to strike when the enemy leaves an opening. It trades terrain for time and 
tactical advantage, and in so doing makes the enemy pay heavily for the gains which -he makes. 
Finally, it disengages and strikes again from a new direction. 

I 
BACK TO ST. VITH 

The following message from the 7th Armored Division commander, General Robert W. 
Hasbrouck, was read to t+e men about 4 January 1945. 

#*To the Otlkers qd Men of the 7th Armored Divfsicm 

9ince it is impossible for me to ‘talk persosall+ to each of you, I am taking this method of 
brbging to your attentios some of the thisgs I want you to know. 

‘*First of all, I wast you to know that the German attack has been disrupted and their plans 
spset. 3%~ divisio& by its gallant action is denying the important road water of ST. m 
to the enemy for more’ thss five dsys contrlbnted greatly towards upsettisg-Vat Rusdstedt!s 
caremy plassed schedule. Geseral Eisesbowes snd osr old friesds, the ti British Co& 
have telegrq&ed us their casgrstulstions. These messages will be read to you later. 

*%ecosdly, we are resumiug the offessive. OS Jssusry 34 the XVIII Carps (Airborne) to 
which we now belong# resumed the offensive by attacking south. We .sre is Corps Reserve 
sad may be called upon at any time to add our power,to the attack. This attack may help to 
short88 the war by yy lsonths. If the ocrmas forces to our south are cut off by the power 
asd speed of our drive, the enemy will have suffered as overpo~etisg defeat. 

~Wstwslly there will be ohstssles to overcsme. The Gonads will fight savagely to avert 
defeat. -We mnst fight eves ske savagely, ksowiag what is at stake arid mscmbering: the 
Amaicss prhonas who were shot dows ls cold blood by the Germass at STAVELOT and 
MALMJZDY. ‘Gensas pantroopers may be dropped is ow rep1; C&mans is Americas s&forms 
may infiltrate out liiles. This will nscessitste unce* vigilasoe by all troops, wherwer 
located, to prevest sabokge asd espiosage. No matter how many parachutists come dews is 
+agarrt~4~will~waysbtsfu~a~~oforutroopsinthtoidnitywho~. 
kconcsatmtsdqutckly~t~ 

#The tursis we may ,espect to eaoouater is not good task terrsiu, but whes have we ever 
had good task terrain? BY wiil power, smsc~e power, ~mcticla ingenuity, and just plais guts 
we will get wer rods sad trails ceasidered unfit far tasks sad thus snfprise the emby. 

l Zut~tnotl~st,I~yOPtOkllOW~tI~PrOOdofthcdi~~ Thmwaistooombst 
~hssmeal as yss arrived 00 the sssas, svszy unit sad every man perfoxmed msgnificently. 
ood bless yss all, asd may 1945 bziag the vistsries you as richly 9seme.n’ 

The 7th Armored Division was sent into the fight northwest of ST, VITH as the Allies 
resumed the offensive, and the Germans became the defenders of the town, The same German 
artillery officer (Lieuten& Behman) quoted before had this to write in his diary as the Americans 
approechtd: 

l *20 J@nuszy: I amordered to orgsnise a defense .in ST. VITEL For the first time aisce 
Christmas, I’m in ST. VITH sgain. The tows is in miss, but we will defesd the Ass. we 
expect the attack OS ST. VITN. Osly small forces are available for the defesse. The %-balls* 
in the unit speak of d little stalhgrd 

‘*2I ImarY: There are no sew messsgea The.bsttle noises come closer to the tows. We 
crmrlrcady~stheinfPntrOins~ofthehcights. Iam e everyMsg for a last 
defense. Rumor has it that the Tommies (3) have the town mwouaded. Some even believe it. 
At higha ~ommaSds hey believe that we will be forced to yield. These redechdos meul 
I am neither optimlstlc sot pessimistic and I don’t give up hope. Whes the kitchen goes back, 
1wlllsesdallpexuume1not hmediatelyaeededbackwithit. Dwingtheday~itissatsrally 
QlieL will tht alemy sufrwnd th+ town? Pm seadisg back sll my persosal belosgings. One 
awer knows. Iwosder what Heide is doisg? 

##22 Jesuaty: Nothing new dtwlag the sight. At eight oklock the emmy tecommesws his 
saturstioa firs from the direotion of NEIDER EMMELS - Exactly one month ago, we took ST. 
VITK” 
On Sunday afternoon, 23 January 1945, CCB of the 7th Armored Division attacked and retook 

ST. VITH capturing this German artillery officer end his diary, but that is another story. 
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Appendix I 
ALLIED ORDER OF BATTLE 

(160530 Dee 44) 

NOTES NOTES 

‘About 161900 December 1944 The 7th Amoral ‘About 161900 December 1944 The 7th Amoral 
D&ion mwiwd pdrs to march south and report D&ion mwiwd pdrs to march south and report 
to the Commond$ag Donoml, WI Corps. to the Commond$ag Donoml, VIII Corps. 

‘lotor mowd so+. ond was atfochad to the 106th ‘lotor mowd south ond was atfochad to the 106th 
Infantry Division. Infantry Division. 

First Alliad Airborne Atmy 
(BrcNaton) 

I 
t I 

XVIII Abn Corps (US) 
(Rids-y) Xxx Corps (BR) 

B2d ABN Div 
1Olst ABN Div 
17th ABN Div 

I 
I . 4 

21st. Army Group 
w---Y) 

12th Army Grt+ 
@mdW 

6th Army Group. 
(Devers) 

I 
I 1 t 

0 

Second British &my First Canadian Army 

N&h US Army 
(Simpson) 

First US Army Third US Army 
W=h4 (Patton) _ 

I 
1 

1 I 

XIII Corps 
(Gillem) zczy 

=corpr Ill Corps XII Corps 
i (Walker) (Millikin) WDV) 

102d Inf Div 29th Inf Div 9Dth Inf Div 26th Inf Div 
84th Inf Div 3Dth Inf Div 

35th Inf Div 
95th lnf Div 6th Armd Div 

7th Armd Div’ 
8Dth Inf Dii 

2d Armd Div 5th Inf Div 87th Inf Div 
10th Amd Div 4th Armd Di\ 

b * I 
VII Corps 
(Collins) 

VbrpI VIII corps 
(Gerow) (Middleton) 

t 
104th Inf Div 8th lnf Dii 106th Inf Div 

9th I3 Div 78th Ini Div 28th Inf Div 
83d Inf Div 2d Inf Div 

5th Armd Div 99th Inf Div 
9th Armd Div (-CCB) 

4th Inf Div 
3d Armd Div CC8 9th Armd Div’ 

1st Inf Div 
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, 
Fifth Pam r !I Army Seventh Army 

d (Bmndenberger) 
c A 

I 

la 5s R Div 2d 5s R Div 326thVGDiv 
12th 5s R Dii 9th SS R Div 246th VG Div 
277th VG Div 
12th VG Div 
3d Prcht Div 

Fuehrer Begleit Brigade’ 
Fuehrer Grenadier Brigad& 
3d Panzer Grenadier Division’ 
9th Panzer DiLision3 
15th Panzer Grenadier Division’ 
9th Volks Grenodier Division* 
79th Volks Grenadier Division’ 

Appendix II 
GERMAN ORDER OF BATTLE 

(160530 Dee 44) 

y&+isy&& 
5th Prcht Div 276th VG Div See Note 2 
352d VG Div 212th VG ‘Div 

LXVI corps 
(Lucht) 

18th VG Div 
62d VG Div 

I + 
8-Vfil R Corps 

(Krueger) 
XLVII Pz Ccrps 

116th R Div 
56Dth VG Div 

L 
(Van Luettwitz) 

2d Pr Div 
26th VG Div 
Pz Lehr Div 

NOTES: 

’ Assigned to LXVI Corps on 16 Dee 44 then to 
LVIII Pz Corps on 23 Dee 44. 

zAfier beginning of offensive mrigned to UII 
Corps (Seventh Army). 

‘After 24 Dee 44 assigned to XLVII Pz Corps. 
.Did not poriicipate in the initial attack. 

r 
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APPENDIX III 

TROOP LIST 
7th Annaed Division 

Headquarters and Iieadqwutexs Company 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Combat Command A 
Headquarters and Headquarters Company, Combat Command B 
Headquartas, Reserve Command 
147th Armored Signal Company 
87th Csvslry Reionnaissance sqllsdroll (Mechanised) 
17th Tank Battalion 

._ ._ 

31st Tank Battalion 
40th Tank Battplion 
23d Amaed Iniantty Battalion 
38th Armored lnfsntry Battslion 
48th Armored Infantry Battslion 
Headqa&ers and Headquarters Battery, Division Attillery 
434th Armored Field Artillery Bath&m 
440th Armo&.Field Artill* Battalion 
489th Armaed Field Artillery Battalion 
33d Armored Engineer Bsttslion 
Headquarters an&HeadqnaWrs Company, Division Trains 
77thAilnaeaMedicsl Hsttdion 
129th Armored ordnance Mailwlaace Battslion 
Military Police Platoon 
Band 

Attached andSrrpporfiae Unita, 7t6 Anmmd Division 
203d Antisircmft Artillay Automatic Weapons Bsttslion (SelWropelled) 
814th Taok Destroyer Battalion (Self-Propelled) 
445th Quartermaster Truck Company 
3967th Quartermaster Track Company 
275th Armored Field Artillery Battalion 
965th Field Artillay Battalion 
168th Engineer Combat Battalion 
Headquatters and Service Company, &st Enginaer Combat Battalion, 106th Infantry Division 
3d Platoon, Company F, 423d Infantry Regiment, 10&h Infantry Division 
Headquazters and Headquarters Company, Comhat Command B, 9th Armored Division 
14th Tank Battalion 
27th Armored infantry Battalion 
Troop D, 89th Cavsiry ReconuaissanceSquadron (Mecbanised), with attached platoons of 

TroopEandCompanyF 
Company B, 9th Anaored Engiaesr Battalion 
Company A, 811th Tank Destroyer Battalion @elf-Propelled) 
Battery B, 482d Antiahraft Artillery Automatic Weapons Battalion @elf-Propelled) 
Company B, 2d Azmored Medical Battalion 
Company C, 131st Armored Ordnance Maintenance Battalion 
112th Infantry Regiment, 28th Division, with attach& 229th Field Artillay Battalion 
Company C, 103d Engixww Combat Battalion 
424th Infantry Regiment, 106th Division, with attach& 59lst Field Artillery Battalion 
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